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heat is almost tropical, with an abundance of rain, result-
ing in the rich and varied vegetation of Ghilan and
Mazandaran. The sultry and unhealthy climate of the
Persian Gulf seaboard has already been noted. That
of Sistan in the extreme east is also very unhealthy,
and subject to great extremes'of temperature.

North-west and south-east winds prevail throughout
the year with great uniformity, their direction being
largely determined by the Black and Arabian Seas at
these two quarters, and by the remarkable parallelism of
the intervening mountain ranges. The atmosphere of
the central plateau being rarefied by the great heat of
the sun, the cooler currents from the Euxine and Indian
Oceans set in to fill up the vacuum; and as the former
are the colder of the two, the north-west naturally
prevail over the south-west winds. On the south-west
coast these two currents often meet, so that a gale from
the north-west is often raging at Bushahr in the Persian
Gulf when Bandar-Abbas on the Strait of Hormuz is
exposed to the fury of a south-easter. As most of the
moisture is also brought , from the latter quarter, it
follows that the prevailing winds are dry, especially as
the rain-clouds from the Black Sea and Caspian are
mostly arrested by the Armenian and Elburz highlands,
while much of the moisture from the Indian Ocean itself
is precipitated on the southern and western coast ranges.
Hence, excluding the Caspian basin and a few other
more favoured tracts, the average annual rainfall on the
Persian plateau is probably less than ten inches, and in
the eastern Kavir region and Sistan not more than half
that quantity. " Were it not that the lofty hills store
the moisture in the shape of snow, nine-tenths of Persia
would be the arid desert that half of it now is. As
it is, cultivation over the greater part of the coftntry
is possible only by artificial irrigation, either by canals